Potential Drug Interaction Between an Antiplatelet Agent and a Proton Pump Inhibitor.
Older adults frequently have multiple medical conditions and consequently receive multiple medications. Cardiovascular (CV) and gastrointestinal disorders are two conditions in seniors that often require both long-term antiplatelet therapy and medications for GI prophylaxis. Clopidogrel and pantoprazole are commonly used for these conditions; however, there are potential adverse consequences secondary to drug interactions. Both of these drugs are metabolized via the cytochrome P450 system, and there is a potential for drug interactions that may result in decreased effectiveness of clopidogrel and an increased risk of adverse CV outcomes. Pharmacists should be informed of these potential drug interactions and take appropriate actions to assure safe and effective patient care.